Left-handedness and myasthenia gravis.
In two separate studies comparing the handedness of patients suffering from myasthenia gravis with matched controls, no evidence was found to support the Geschwind Behan hypothesis of an association between autoimmune disease and left-handedness. Counter to prediction both studies found marginally lower incidences of left-handedness in myasthenics, and when combined with the similar result of Cosi et al. (Cortex 24, 573-577, 1988) the difference was highly statistically significant. The personality of myasthenics, as assessed by the Eysenck Personality Questionnaire (EPQ), and in particular the psychoticism scale, which has been postulated to be related to androgen levels, was not significantly different from controls. However, assessment of sex-roles using the Bem Sex Role Inventory suggested that female myasthenics were more masculine than controls.